mood right now, an 

emptation may be to 

use t ah appy energy t ac- 
i 

been too Ing. for a few 

‘t do it. Enjoy your 

app ) f he ‘pro- 

uctivity for a rainy day. 


Pisces- Your problems are 
compounding, and it would 
be in your best interest to 
clear any personal obliga- 
tions before attempting to 
be productive at external ob- 
ligations. Keep your priorities 
straight. 


43 arius- You're riding 
i 
t 


brought to you by 
The Municipality Aries- Be brief in you analyti- 
cal observations this week. 
You might like your com- 
mentary, but to others it can 
range from banal to offen- 
sive. Stay involved, just be 
mindful ‘of your impact on 
various situations. 


Taurus- The chaos is reach- 


Gemini- The silver lining will 
outshine and obliterate a po- 
tential cloud.in-your sky this 
week. Even if things seem 
bad, look for the good. Magic 
Eye the situation into some- 
thing positive. Be stubbornly 
optimistic. 


Cancer- A slip ofthe tongue 
i ear to hurt a close 
t 
riend or new acquaintance, 
ut as ‘) amour ick- 
ering will serve to lance 
potenti lly foublesome oil 
Just roll withthe punches 
and try not to take insults too 
t ttot Its t 
seriously. 


Leo- You prefer to do thing 

our own way. this week. 
tick to it; your, methods are 
much mofe effective tha 
what naysay rs and mea- 
Wlers wou ave you be- 
eve. Be understan ing but 
rm. Compassion will get 
you nowhere. 


Virgo- You're being drawn 
into a_ schism. this week. 
You're_having one brilliant 
idea after another, and if you 
try to juggle too much, you 


et eee 


Libra- Keep your own coun- ~ 
rae éhls Week, snd. think 


fae y about, your wor 
efore interjecting with an 
Opinion or corre fon. you 
stand to make more friends i 
Pespeeehy uh meeting 
, especially w 
up with new friends. i 


Scorpio- Admit that you 
have a problem and begin to 
deal with it in a step-by-ste 
way. You'll find help in friends 
on whom you didn’t expect 
that you could rel People 
will like you if you let them. 
Find a néw book to read. 


peaittanus. Finding the 
balcony is simple. Throwing 
the ag hook is easy. 
Climbing the rope is the 
hardest thing you've ever 
done, but don’t be dissuad- 
ed. You'll never know what's 
up there if you give up. 


Capricorn- You work too 
hard for too little. No one on 
their death bed ever wishes 
that they spent more time at 
the office. Stop working for 


Dear Secret Admirer, 


I've read your publication every week 
for over a year now. | have pretty bad 
depression and always feel like I’m 
right at the end of my rope, and the 
Secret Admirer is one of the small 
things that regularly makes me happy. 
| was bummed to miss it two weeks 
ago, and even more bummed to read 
about how sad you all are right now. 
First, you provide a great service to 
me and I'm sure many others who 
don’t really fit in enough to enjoy 
more main stream publications, and 
can fleetingly feel like a part of a com- 
munity of other sad weirdos. Second, | 
gather from what I've read that at least 
1 of you also has depression, and it's 
inspirational that you're able to make 
something so beautiful every week 
despite this handicap. My question is, 
how do you do that? How are you able 
to gather yourself enough to make 
this and deliver it while dealing with 
something that cripples many to the 
point of inaction? | feel like if | knew 
your secret, rock and roll could save 
my life too. Thank you. 


-anon 
Hello Friend, 


This letter made my day, so no no no 
no no, thank YOU. I’m sorry that de- 


may drop everything. Write it 
all down and take it one step 
at atime. Pace yourself. 


Nee ee eee ee - - -  e e e e  - -- - * 


other Os and put your 
crazy, creative energy to your 
own benefit. 


a 


ply any weakness on your part. To be 
honest, | made the Admirer because 
| was too weird to exist like a regular 
person. | couldn’t hold down jobs or 
relationships and was drinking whisky 
and staring at my ceiling for days at 
a time, going so far as to pee in jars 
to avoid human contact. The name 
comes from my inability to move clos- 
er to the things | could love and that 
| think could make me happy, relegat- 
ing my affection to a Missed Connec- 
tion at best. Through keeping it hon- 
est and true to how | feel at any given 
moment, it has come to be very easy 
for me to make the Admirer regardless 
of my mood. So | guess the secret is to 
find a means of expression that can 
move with you. | keep a sketchbook 
and a pen at all times. | have for over 
a decade. When I’m feeling bad, | just 
write that I'm feeling bad. | write the 
word fuck over and over again, draw 
unflattering self-portraits, write let- 
ters that | don’t send. | also write about 
my hopes and the things that excite 
me and fan-fic erotica. It’s a catch all. | 
don’t know what will work for you; this 
is what works for me. Rock and roll is 
different to everyone. Just never stop 
believing that it can save you, because 
it can. Write in if you ever need to talk. 
| might not get back immediately, but | 
always have an ear for the sad weirdos 
of the world. 


pression dogs you. It really is a tragedy -best 
how many of us suffer from sadness ; 

but are hesitant to talk openly about LyraFoxx@gmail.com 

it. It’s a real condition that doesn’t im- 
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Howlin’ at you 
every Tuesday! 


mmmm! Burnt and watery gas sta- 

tion coffee and a cup of dry Honey 
Nut Cheerios. Smells like Monday. So 
hello and how are you this fine, Autumn- 
fringed afternoon? The air is clear and the 
nights are cool. It’s midnight hoodie bike 
ride high five weather. Onward. We all fall 
down a well sometimes. Sometimes we 
jump down a well. Sometimes we are the 
well. The important thing to remember is 
that your eyes will adjust to the dark and 
you'll see, up beyond the circular mouth of 
mossy stones, the stars wheeling through 
the dark in arcs of ancient fire—green as 
the oldest myth and reassuring as a half- 
remembered lullaby. And so here | am, at 
the bottom of a well, ankle deep and shiv- 
ering. But | have that cooling cup of awful 
coffee and some Cheerios. The stars are 
very clear this time of year. | found a stick 
at the bottom of the well and am using a 
sharp stone to fashion a sword. | named it 
Stolicus. With it, | can do anything. Never 
underestimate the power of symbolism. 
Write your own story. 


-Best 


Cavalcade of Flash Fiction 
Hunter Gatherer 2.0 
by Samantha the Bandit Queen 


fill my empty stomach with a confetti of 
caffeine and walk across a Walmart park- 
ing lot. The full moon paces impatiently 
behind bars of neon noise light overhead. 
Papers blow, garbage filled carts trundle 
by. I’m in. I’m in the bad light. It’s a brief 
jaunt to the unmanned photo center, 
swimming silently through a sea of un- 
seen eyes. My fingers, smiling silver, slice 
a grin in plastic packs containing valuable 
electronics merchandise, which is unpro- 
cessed money, which is unprocessed time. 
he seasoned shoplifter is either an 
Atheist, a masochist, or a true gambler. 
| myself am the former. What truer man 
made analogy is there for God than the 
whirring cameras behind impassive plastic 
shields, intimidating the flock into moral- 
ity? | have no faith in them, for, as fallible 
as any priest, the eyes can be outwitted by 
the individual. 
ne might think the fear diminishes 
with time. That as skill rises, so does 
certainty of success. This is not true. My 
coffee sharp hands tremble, easing blades 
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through polymer curtains. My digestive 
pipes shudder and constrict. Even the har- 
diest Atheist has their doubts come death 
bed. Every job is a death bed. 
alk the aisles slowly. Liberation from 
locked shelf is but step one. Next we 

gut the plastic fish and strip it of its soul, 
that it may be reincarnated on eBay, and 
green flowers, twenty dollar bills, may un- 
furl sunward from their gravesoil. | avoid 
all others, for customers and employees 
alike are still rooted in the matrix, and may 
prove to be agents. | pass heavy-lidded 
scrutiny at the entrance, the noise behind 
my eyes a screaming crescendo, and am 
yawned back out to autumnal evening 
freedom without incident, food for three 
months glittering silently in my pocket. 

he white noise static of paranoia ebbs 

with each step, replaced with smiling 
calm. As long as the gears of this wretched 
beast are turning, there will be those of us 
who ride for free in the fetid undercarriage. 
It's not a good life, but then, does anyone 
still believe in such a thing? | mount my 
eentamrtegs aan drift 9009 AQ UE ——————=.. 
away from the sound and light vibrations Think you can't afford it? Check us out - affordable 
of mama Earth’s death rattle, whispered sliding scale Reiki classes and services! 
pleadingly through every sewer lid, and 
keep drifting on clicking wheels until it’s 
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FAMILY FREIGHT FAST FAR FOLD 


TROPHY @ BIKES 


712 N. 2nd St. Philadelphia, PA 19123 
215.592.1234 www.trophybikes.com 
-open everyday - 


just me and the yellow green moon in an| 4/ loves By donation 
undulating grass field. of Reiki support groups 
nd do you know what he moon says to | “/755¢5 see _ and 
me? Nothing. So | go to sleep. enrollingl == _, 6 shares. 
Partial a YD Sliding 
And guess what, there's another | s<4o/arships a Qe scale 
Brother, can you spare a text message? |_ vallable. NN Reiki sessions. 
by Cello Woodward unity Re 
fell off of my silver bucking bicycle as we TheCommunityReikiProject.org 
TheCommunityReikiProjectegmaiicom 814-244-9907 


slashed down a dark hill of pine needles 
and acute angles and skidded a skipping 
stone across some tar at the bottom. Now 
my leg is paved with red wire map lines 
where the hard ground sank in. There's 
mica in the cuts and they glitter like the 
bloody rictus of a mellow-eyed Cheshire 
cat when | turn my leg under the chirping 
orange sodium streetlights. My new danc- 
ing shoes are all ascuff. 

here to next? | drank thick orange 
sugar syrup wine coolers by the un- 
natural light of a looming campus fountain 
beneath a lazy mirkpurple late summer 
sky devoid of star life. | contemplated the 

enormity of wasted time. 
One more night. That's all. 


FILMADELPHIA 
AT THE ROXY 


A LOCAL FILM SERIES 


EVERY MONTH 
PFS ROXY THEATER 


SUBMIT TODAY FOR FREE 
FILMADELPHIA.ORG 


WT FE Pit's é Wacky é Facts! 

e ¥ 80% of people 
who die from anorexia are at 
least 45 years old. ¥ A dash of 
your stomach acid could burn a 
hole through your arm. ¥ When 
you blush, the inside of your 


stomach also blushes. ¥ Gary 
Kremen, founder of Match.com, 
lost his girlfriend to a man she 
met on Match.com. ¥ Henry Win- 
kler, the Fonz, has never known 
how to ride a motorcycle. ¥ J.R.R. 
Tolkien formed all of his manu- 
scripts by pecking at a typewriter 


with two fingers. ¥ It’s easier to 
listen to terrestrial radio stations 
on the moon than in a subma- 
rine. ¥ The Ocean of Storms, the 
Marsh of Decay, and the Lake of 
Death are all officially-named 
geographic locations on the 
moon. ¥ A busker in Ireland can 
be ticketed if they don’t know at 
least 20 different songs. ¥ There 
is a patch of Mediterranean sea 
grass between Spain and Cyprus 
estimated to be over 200,000 
years old. ¥ 


BookingEL@yahoo.com 
1356 N Front St - Fishtown 


Get your Philadelphia 


Secret Admirer tanktops! 


Cool fashions and lovely fabric. 
Female and male-bodied sizes. 


When i was 3 m 


More recently, my 
dad explaingd that 


friend Jen was struck 


our dead dog had dead by a car while = 6 57 small, medium, large, extra large 
Saehel fee ee “oe Zann AE , large, extra larg 
an se a a aay purple, or black fabri 


all with mustard yellow ink 
$15 and we mail it to your door 
philadelphiaadmirer@gmail.com 


Ra 


Good Friends -Good Food - Good Times 


AO% 


on entire purchase with this coupon 
328 South St - TheBoylerRoom.com 


@Ceross 
1. Eye of the storm 
5. Site of Fukushima disaster 
10. Egg layers 
14. Double-reed woodwind 
15. Tastes like licorice 
16. Sign that points to door 
17. Lavender blue 
19. Hindu princess 
20. Summer in Paris 
21. Shielded from wind 
22. Dragon bait 
24. To activate a muscle group 
25. Football 
26. What one is good at 
29. Call into being 
30. Wall hanging 
31. Plural of that 
32. Dodge truck 
35. Small annoyance 
36. Large tar ribbons 
37.A long, idyllic valley 
38. Diminutive suffix, often in names 
39. Wish monger 
40. Blossoming stringed instrument 
41. Predator on the tuffet 
43. Di Bruno Bros. specialty 
44. Against 
46. Organize 
47. Possessed of social grace 
48. Masterful instructor of a discipline 
49. Reproductive cell 
52. Flair 
53. Lazy goodfernuthin 
56. Aggrieved diatribe 
57.To fill with rapturous joy 
58. Light modifier 


1. Deal with 

2. Help with 

3. Old, educational fiction 

4. Japanese apricot 

5. Human zookeeper 

6. Building addition 

7. Toll road 

8. Pubescent chatroom roll call 

9. Unnecessary knuckle tat for hoarders 
10. One who shuns companionship 
11. To make things worse 

12. Fancy folk dress to this 

13. Insert a token, it turns once 

18. British country 

23. Pie + ice-cream - Quadrophenia 
24. Worthless currency $$$ 

25. Grind away 

26. Wielder of arcana 

27. Coastal raptor 

28. Uproot and reroot elsewhere 

29. Knee-height buttock shelf 

31. Taut and muscled 

33. Woe is me 

34. No more than 

36. One who can reinstate innocence 
37. The cannon of your nutritional intake 
39. Vibe 

40. Physical incarnation of “meh...” 
42. What arrows do really well 

43.To navigate a sharp turn 

44. Vintage musical 

45. Of one extreme or the other 

46. A collection of connected rooms 
48. Unspecifically happy 

49. Lazy name for a tuxedo cat 

50. An aperture to allow airflow 


while £1 ing home 
Eay. 


She was bigger 
than all of New York City 


Coffee shop in Old City 

black gal- No milk in my coffee please. (turns to her 
white friend) | have this thing where | just 
don't like white stuff. 

white gal- You know I’m white, right? 


This issue’s guest artist, Simon Hanselmann, 
will be at Locust Moon Comics by 40&Market 
this Tuesday with Annie Mok, Farel Dalrymple 
and Noel Freibert to showcase some awesome 
weirdo art and shake a hand or two. Highly rec- 
ommended. Staff Fav. ~ee nn nnnnnnn 7pm 


LAST 
LAST 


WEEICS 


Bonnie's, 13&Dickenson 

drunk guy- If you take a man and you take a 
vagina, you have a MANgina. Could you at 
least once in your life admit that? 


P/—|Z|/r)/S/O/H/0\/-|O 


10 Trolley 

older black guy- (flirting) You look like a piece of 
candy | used to eat... 

young black gal- (smiling) Was it chocolate? 


older black guy- Girl, you’re gonna get us BOTH in 59. Products of creativity 51. What you place on 29 down 1 
trouble! 60. One who pedals 54. The Greatest I 

61. To crush on 55. Old age I 

Editor's question- The overheards are all reader Let's have a picnic, get stung 1 
submitted. We print them as they come in. Please a I 
let us know if tt is distasteful Br offenciie to you by Wasps, walk around, see fire I 
that we include race when specifically tagged. The , works, eat some tacos, watch , 
Admirer strives to be a welcoming, inoffensive pe- 1- Name Pixar's first feature-length film. 1 youtube music videos, andkiss 1 
riodical for all readers, and we're always willing to 2- What is 40% of 40? , baal seen , 
discuss out content choices. <3 3- Name the:main gangs in Westside Story. I at the last minute. , 
Keep them coming! | 4-Which has more sides? A stop sign or a honeycomb hole? I I 

text: 603 203 4766 5- The Galapagos Islands. are part of this country. I I 

email: PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com FNS IRS ON BCI ON as i 


